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	Unit Name: Conservation of our Natural Resources
	Unit Length: 1 week

	Overview:      

	DESIRED RESULTS

	TEKS   Chapter 112.5 Science Subchapter A Elementary
Student is expected to make wise choices in the use and conservation of resources and the disposal of recycling materials.
	Critical Vocabulary

Conservation, rainforests, reusable, recycle, natural resources, 

	Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas) 

Evolution and Equilibrium 
	Essential Questions
Why does building green help the environment?  What effects does irresponsible logging have on the planet? 

	Learning Goals and Objectives

Students will analyze what happens to our natural resources if we do not conserve.
	Materials Needed
Books, websites, computer

	ASSESSMENT PLAN

	
	Other Evidence
discussions, written reports,


	LEARNING PLAN

	Engage:  Students will study a quote and reflect on what they think it means. "Trees: Life without them is impossible, a day without seeing one unimaginable. They give us shelter, air and beauty. If we let them, they could even save our environment." LIFE, May 1990.  Students will discuss what the author was trying to convey with this quote.
Explore: Students will be viewing various resource materials to gather information on our Earth’s natural resources.  Students will view the video “Rainforests” by Polo Vaca at http://www.childrenoftheearth.org/Navy%20Pages/earth_issues.htm 

Students will read non-fiction and fiction book on our Earth’s natural resources such as “The Great Kapok Tree” written and illustrated by Lynne Cherry.
Explain: Students will analyze the connection between the quote, video and book resources. Students will write a brief 1-page report on the importance for conserving Earth’s resources. 

The criteria will be as follows: 1. Title 2. A list of 3 ways we help the Earth by using recycle/reusable materials when building in construction. 3. Student will conclude paper with a statement why we should support building green.  4. Illustration to support your concluding statement.

Elaborate:  Students will visit the website “Dream the Forest Wild: How Children Saved a Rainforest” at http://www.suememhard.com/ChildrensRainforest/Main%20Site/kids'bookproject.html Student’s will decide what project they want to do as a class to participate in saving a rainforest.  Students will complete project and submit either monetary contributions, or art contributions to the website.

Evaluate:  Students will be evaluated on:

1. Participation in class discussions.

2. Student has kept a journal with research from videos, websites and books.

3. Student has written a brief one-page report (see Explain).

4. Student viewed website “Dream the Forest Wild: How Children Saved a Rainforest” and participated in project to apply to real world situation either by monetary contribution or art contribution.


	 Time
30 min.
90 minutes

More time if needed (2 class periods)

90 minutes more time if needed (2 class periods)

	Extension: Students will periodically continue to gather information either through newspapers, cartoons, videos, and websites.  Students will present to class any media coverage they have seen on this topic.
Modifications:  Extra time will be provided for students who need assistance with research.  Extra computer time will be given to students (especially for those who do not own computers at home).

Parent volunteers, and interns will be made available for guidance with research and journaling of information. Technology teacher will be invited to present to students on how to type a report. Computer lab time will be used as tutorials with the technology teacher.  



