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	Overview:  How are Math and Science concepts interrelated when it comes to creating a quilt?

	DESIRED RESULTS

	TEKS and SEs
Social Studies
3.14 (A) identify selected individual writers and artists and their stories, poems, statues, paintings, and other examples of cultural heritage from communities around the world; and of cultural heritage to communities around the world      
Reading
3.1(D) listen critically to interpret and evaluate 

3.8(A) connect experiences and ideas with those of others through speaking and listening

3.9(E) draw and discuss visual images based on text descriptions
	Critical Vocabulary
Slavery 

Freedom

Plantations 

Segregation

Underground Railroad

Secrets

Discrimination

Freedom Quilt



	Enduring Understandings (Big Ideas) 

Freedom quilts were used as a form of communication to help get enslaved African Americans to freedom.  These quilts showed slaves about the dangers they will encounter on the way and the people and things that will help them along the route to freedom.
	Essential Questions
How can a quilt be used as a map?

What role did freedom quilts play in America?



	Learning Goals and Objectives
Students will be able to define a freedom quilt.

Students will be able to explain the significance and the use of freedom quilts in America.


	Materials Needed
· Book - Sweet Clara and The Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkins

· Construction paper (assorted colors)

· Markers, crayons, or colored pencils

· 12 inch square paper

· Social Studies Journal

· Chart paper

	ASSESSMENT PLAN

	Performance Tasks

Students will create a quilt and write a composition that explains problems and help slaves received on their way to freedom.
	Other Evidence

observation, rubric

	LEARNING PLAN

	Engage:

Students will respond to the following prompt in their social studies journal:

Freedom means . . .

Students must provide a definition of freedom with two examples that support their idea of freedom.  

Explore:

Teacher will display quilts and blankets.  In cooperative learning groups of 4 students will create a Venn Diagram comparing and contrasting quilts and blankets.  Then students will share findings with the class to create a class Venn Diagram over blankets and quilts.  

     Facilitating Questions for Classroom Discussion:

1. How is a quilt different from a blanket?

2. How is a quilt made?

3. How are quilts used?

Teacher will show students quilts and quilt images on the following website: http://americanhistory.si.edu/collections/quilts/
     Facilitating Questions:

1. What objects are on the quilt?

2. What colors have been used?

3. What geometric shapes have been used?

4. Based on the pictures on the quilt, what story is the artist telling?
Explain:

The teacher will read Sweet Clara and The Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkins.  This book is about a young slave girl who is separated from her family and is taken to work in the fields. She is determined to have freedom and comes up with a great idea of using leftover scraps of cloth to make a quilt.  This quilt is a map that leads her to her family and freedom.  She is able to create this quilt based on conversations she overhears, and ends up finding her family and freedom.  She leaves the quilt behind for others to use in their quest for freedom.

Facilitation Questions:
1. What are quilts used for?

2. Why did Aunt Rachel teach Clara to sew?

3. Describe the Underground Railroad?

4. How did Clara decide to create her quilt?  What was it based on?

5. Why did Clara leave the quilt behind?

6. What do you think happened to people who were caught escaping slavery?
Elaborate:
Students will create a T-chart in their social studies.  They will label the first column “Dangers African Americans Faced” and label the second column “Things that Help Them on Their Journey to Freedom”.

Students will work in cooperative groups of four using the following websites to research dangers enslaved African Americans faced on their quest for freedom and find evidence to support things or people that helped enslaved African Americans make this dangerous escape.  Students will write notes under the appropriate columns.  Using the third website listed, students will read about the different codes that were used on quilts to help slaves escape to freedom.

       Websites
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/railroad/index.html
http://quest.arc.nasa.gov/ltc/special/mlk/gourd2.html
http://www.osblackhistory.com/quiltcodes.php
Evaluate:  

Students will imagine that they have successfully escaped from slavery and will create a quilt.  Students will incorporate secret coded help or things that helped them along the way and the dangers they faced.  Students will also write a composition explaining their quilt.
	 Time

10 minutes

20 minutes
15 minutes

20-30 minutes

30 minutes

	Extension:

Internet website - http://www.timeforkids.com/TFK/specials/articles/0,6709,735104,00.html
Students will learn interesting facts about Harriet Tubman.

Internet website - http://www.nyhistory.com/harriettubman/life.htm
Students will read about Harriet Tubman and create a timeline.
Modifications:

Special Education Students – follow I.E.P., copy of  T-chart with columns label and students will glue in social studies journal, teacher will pair student with another to help scribe information for T-chart, Teacher will scribe composition explaining quilt,

Dyslexic Students – follow modifications, Teacher will help with spelling,

Behavior/Attention Problems – close proximity when reading story



































